WHITE ROAD COMMITTEE MEETING

Tuesday, April 11, 2017
12:00 pm, School Board Office, Board Room
Committee Members:
Trustee Wayne Hunter
Trustee Nancy Borden

Jason Reid, Secretary Treasurer
Trustee Tim Dunford
Chuck Morris, Director of Facilities
Keven Elder, Superintendent of Schools

AGENDA
1.

Welcome

2.

Review of meeting notes from February 7, 2017

3.

Review results from the Community Open House

4.

Historical Information on site

5.

Next Steps in Consultation

WHITE ROAD COMMITTEE MEETING
Tuesday, February 7, 2017
12:00 pm, School Board Office, Board Room

Committee Members:
Keven Elder, Superintendent of Schools
Trustee Elsie McMurphy (regrets)
Trustee Nancy Borden

Jason Reid, Secretary Treasurer
Trustee Tim Dunford
Chuck Morris, Director of Facilities
District of Central Saanich Liaison:
Councillor Bob Thompson (regrets)

Meeting Notes





The committee reviewed and discussed the terms of reference as approved by the Board of
Education.
The committee reviewed and discussed the White Road Consultation Plan. The plan was
approved with minor changes.
The committee discussed the next steps: issuance of letters to neighbours and community
partners, signage on the property and activation of the consultation web page.
At the next meeting the committee will discuss and review the approach to the open house.

Next Meeting: 12:00pm ‐ March 7, 2017

The answer to this question was initially incorrect.
The answer should be "Yes" as the property is
within the urban containment boundary.

School District No. 63 (Saanich)

Saanich Schools

Memo
Subject: White Road Consultation Open House – Idea Generation Exercise
Open House Date: March 16, 2017
During the open house there was an idea generation exercise focusing on the following three questions:
1. How could the property be used if it were retained by the Board of Education?
2. If the property were sold, what would be the preferred future use of the property?
3. If the property were sold, how should the Board of Education use the proceeds to support the
Educational needs of students and the community?
A compilation of the results of that exercise are below:
1. How could the property be used if it were retained by the Board of Education?
 Nature kindergarten land swamp with municipal science education teaching forest
 Agricultural education
 Rebuild original school with Stellys apprenticeship programs – use as a living
museum
 Sustainability
 Invasive species
 Reclamation
 Education
 Natural Environment Studies
 Same “as is”
 A counselling and coaching area for students struggling with regular school
 Educational oriented natural green space (Forest) for the use and enjoyment of the
whole community Kids – Seniors
 Biology of Science Forest integration of species
 Partnership with Camosun and Stellys for surveying, building pre-fab, sell for
sustaining the property
 Natural playground
 Monument in honor of historical schoolhouse
 Collaborative green space supported by SD63, Central Saanich and/or community
partners (Habitat Acquisition Trust Rotary Clubs)
 Community green space
 Heritage site
 Preschool and playground designed to incorporate native
 Nature park

2125 Keating Cross Road, Saanichton, B.C. Canada V8M 2A5

Phone: (250) 652-7300 Fax: (250) 652-6421

 A team of culturists could rehabilitate the property by removing invasive species,
and transform it into a food forest and liaise with local schools to ensure student
participation as much as people
 Left as community green space/nature park - educational nature appreciation park
– historical value
 Physical Ed outdoor activities – high school age
 Nature kindergarten
 Community garden
 Water collection system
 Shade garden
 If retained long term donation to a community organization that will continue
some educational programs (public)
 Stellys student project for removal of invasive species
 SD 63 has a high demand at the elementary level for additional out of school care
 District show leadership by initiating partnership with a foundation/organization
such as Suzuki Foundation to pilot Environmental Education programs
 Educational green space for children with opportunities to do hands-on
environmental projects
 build and post owl, woodpecker houses
 plants for bumble bees and butterflies
 Natural playground with accessible wood walkways for disabled, paths lined with
nature stations
 Approach Rotary Club, Lions Club to help clean up and maintain property to be a
community urban green space
 Keep as an urban green space for children of the future – these spaces are rapidly
disappearing
 Native plant only sanctuary
 Archeology site for the farm, ruins for Stellys high school students as Science
project
 Green space, Heritage site, community garden
2. If the property were sold, what would be the preferred future use of the property?
Parkland nature sanctuary teaching forest
Should continue as Parkland so sell to Central Saanich
Park
Pocket park and three homes
Kindergarten would keep the Education capacity Mr. Turgoose left it for
Preschool program and playground Native style
To be purchased by Central Saanich and preserved as a forest for community use
The original transfer document to the School District by Mr. Turgoose stated his
condition that it be held forever upon trust to hold and use for Public School
purposes – so don’t sell it
 We don’t want it sold or as a public green space ONLY























For nothing that will create a lot more traffic!!! Pretty please
Sell property to municipality for use as a natural park
The property must still be used for Public education
Park for the community
Public use
No more parks Central Saanich has 32 of them
Sell only to organization that intends to keep it for “Nature education” purposes
There is never enough green space! Add more parks
Sell to the municipality – green space – community garden
More small Nature parks
Accessible housing options for young families
There is plenty of affordable housing – no more cookie cutter developments

3. If the property were sold, how should the Board of Education use the proceeds to
support the Educational needs of students and the community?
 Permanent school fixtures
 eg: playground equipment
 Technology investments
 I find this option to be offensive
 We don’t want #3
 Would not want to sell to a developer for any cost
 Money should be divided equally for the schools to use as they see fit
 Keating could use upgrades in technology
 Bayside needs further renovations and new earthquake supplies
 Stellys needs a new theater
 Claremont is building a new field
 Capitalize a project after Mr. Turgoose, ensure the community knows the
connection to him

White Road Consultation
Community Survey Results
Number of Responses: 24
Survey Open: March 17, 2017 to April 6, 2017

Respondent
1

1. Do you agree with the preliminary set of planning principles/values prepared to
guide the process? Do you have others to add?
Yes

Where can I read "the terms of reference" as noted in point one of planning values.
Under point two, in the end, the committee will demonstrate how the consultation
process has influenced the final recommendation, how is that part of the planning
values and principles ?
Point three, the committee will make every reasonable effort to include stakeholders. I
am disappointed in the efforts to contact family, the only reason I was aware personally
was because I call and spoke to Kim Milburn in March of 2o16. The only way some of
the other family members managed to be there was because I told them. As for the
neighboring properties, I had two people at our table that were less than six houses
away and they received no indication of what was going on.
I also feel that the signs on the property do not meet the normal requirements of any
municipal signage for a private landowners intentions.
Can you reach out further to the neighboring property holder, at least south down to
Stelly's (both sides of road, west up Stelly's (both sides) to Seabrook, North to White
and every household inside that area.
2
3

somewhat

4

Yes, I agree with the preliminary set of planning principles/values prepared to guide the
process.

5
6

No, see below
Yes; no

7
8
9
10
11

I believe the values and wishes of the donor need to be kept and that the property
should used for something other than a housing development.
The planning principles seem good
Did you say "open House" with school board members/executive
It was all right.
Yes
Basically in agreement, but add:
‐ Take steps to ensure key stakeholders are informed of the process. (Many still do not
seem aware of what is happening, as of March 29).
‐ When considering input from stakeholders, the committee should consider context:
that is, who is the stakeholder and how relevant or important is the stakeholder’s
interest to the purposes of the consultation. (For example, input from the Turgoose
family and from neighbours whose lives will be directly impacted by any changes to the
property should be weighed differently than input from developers.) To do this,
stakeholders should be asked to identify who they are and what their interest in the
property is when they provide input; anonymous online surveys do not accomplish this.

12

13
14

yes
nothing else to add
No i do not agree

15
16

No. I feel that you wouldn't be doing this if you hadn't been approached by a
developer.
Yes

17

I believe the notices were very limited to the neighbors across the street, we live one
street down and didn't receive a notice, as our land originally was also from the
Turgoose property of our ancestors.

18

I feel that the notifications were very limited to just the surrounding properties. My
family's property is one street down which was originally part of the Turgoose property
from my ancestors.

19
20
21

No i do not agree, I feel the notices were not handed out correctly and only a limited
number of people received the notices .I only heard about the process threw a family
member. I am a descendant of The Turgoose family and only was told about this 2 days
before the deadline.
yes. nothing to add
yes

22

Process seems to be fine, I think more research should have been done to further
investigate extended descendants fore historical value

23

The notices for this property were very limited ‐ the consultation should include the
whole community, not just neighbours.

24

Yes I agree with the principles/values with nothing else to add.

Respondent
1

2. Given the educational mandate of the Board of Education and the wishes of the
donor, what do you feel the Board should do with the White Road property?
Sell the property
I feel that the wishes of the donor should be the first concern and in that regard, if the
annual cost of the upkeep and insurance is too high, then I feel a re‐donation should be
considered. Or a long term ($1.oo per year lease for 10 or 20 years) to a local group
that would guarantee the public school aspect of his wishes. The best idea, in my
opinion, last night was for a nature kindergarten.
There are three historically significant venues in the Municipality.
The Saanich Pioneer Society, the Historical Artifacts Society and the Saanich Fair. Mr.
Turgoose was involved in the evolution of the Saanich Fair and the other two came
along many years after he passed.
I think that the Saanich Pioneer Museum should be contacted to see what if any their
interest might be.

2
3

4

5

leave intact as natural/hiustorical education site
I support the sale of the property, and that money invested into another much needed
capital project. I think there should be a 'dedicated' by Mr. Turgoose or made possible
by the generous donation of...
Given that the property was donated should imply that the board should not have the
right to sell it but perhaps donate it to the Municipality of Central Saanich for green‐
space/parkland with an educational component.

I feel the board should use their position as leaders in the community to set an example
in Education, and inspire upcoming generations, by committing to honouring Mr.
Turgoose's wishes and using the property for educational purposes. This should be
fulfilled by maintaining the forested green space and partnering with local secondary
schools (Stelly's), and potentially with other organizations that promote education and
natural land preservation (David Suzuki Fndtn., Habitat Acquisition Trust), to work to
restore the land to a natural space. This would involve clearing invasive species, such as
the English Ivy which is overrunning the property and endangering the health of mature
trees on the property, and restoring native species through replanting efforts. I feel
that this could be a fantastic opportunity to educate youth, perhaps earning them
credits towards a community involvement course in their curriculum, and providing
them a welcome opportunity to learn outside of the four walls of a classroom.

In addition, Mr. Turgoose's legacy should be honoured and acknowledged. What a
fantastic piece of local history we are so fortunate to have in our neighbourhood! Who
would have known that this unique forested piece of land holds such rich history. I
would chance that many local residents would be surprised to learn of this history and
would be thrilled to have the opportunity to contribute in one way or another to the
restoration of this historical and significant treasure. If this history were shared more
widely through the community, I feel that there would be no shortage of support for
the preservation, conservation, and restoration of the land.
As an Early Childhood Educator, and as you in the Education System know very well,
spending time outdoors is crucial to young children's development. I plan to open and
operate a childcare centre in the neighborhood and would be thrilled to have a green
space that we could safely visit (without having to cross busy arteries such as Stelly's
Cross Road).

6
7

What an opportunity the district has to preserve this land that can contribute to the
well‐being of our community from birth through old age.
Donate it to a heritage society. Do NOT sell to a developer for housing.

I don't feel that anything needs to be done with it so suggest that it be kept as is for
now. While this property costs a token amount of operating dollars to upkeep each
year, it remains a place that kids play, daily, and has become an important wild green
space in the neighborhood. Perhaps, the upkeep could become part of an educational
program within the schools in the area? I suggest talking to the SD and teachers about
what classes could perhaps get involved in some sort of periodic maintenance. It may
also be worth talking to post‐secondary to see if there would be any use for a
horticultural program.

9

One request I would have would be to remove the old car that has been sitting on the
property for over 20 years. I have become a little concerned about kids playing in and
around it and think that's really the only true liability risk for the SD with the property.
Retain ownership and find how an outdoor area like this be used for educational
purposes.

10

Keep it. Can't get new property.

11

I would like to see the Board work with the CRD and the municipality to use this
property as a park.

8

The Consultation Paper states that the donor wanted the property 1) to be held, and 2)
that it be used for public school purposes in the district. It also indicates that provincial
funding is typically not provided for outdoor educational spaces such as outdoor
classrooms and gardens.

The property in question should be kept. It would be very appropriate for use in
outdoor education or to develop into gardens, and using it in this way would honour
both of the donor’s wishes. The property could, for instance, be used for elementary
school nature studies – such as creating and studying habitats for bumblebees or owls,
or for a nature kindergarten. Or, for older students, it could be used to learn vocational
or life skills relating to restoring ecosystems or developing native, drought‐tolerant
gardens. In a bigger‐picture way, working on the property would impart to students the
importance of small green spaces and forests to our expanding urban environment – in
itself a valuable educational purpose that cannot be fulfilled by simply taking a day trip
to a local park (where, for example, digging, planting or putting up bumblebee houses
are not allowed). Plantings by students would themselves become legacies, which the
students could return to later in life to enjoy and take pride in.
It would be very inspiring to see the Board take a leadership role in developing a pilot
educational program involving the use of a small green space such as the White Road
property. Perhaps such a program could be developed in partnership with an
organization that has a relevant mandate. The David Suzuki Foundation, for example,
has recently started a Butterfly Ranger initiative and may be interested in supporting
other nature‐based initiatives in BC. I would be extremely proud to read about our local
School District leading the way in developing an exciting environmental project for
children!
12
13

Keep the property and enlist students and community to meet the wishes of the donor.

14

since this is where one of the original schools in the area was it should be kept forever
as you do not know what the future will bring and a piece of property like this cannot
be replaced

15

Either keep it, make a historic site or nature education site out of it or donate to a
nature group who would preserve it, but not sell it to a developer.

16

I feel the board of education should honour the donor's wishes to both hold the
property and use the property for public school purposes. This property could be used
in an environmental education capacity. It is in close proximity to Stellys High School
and could be incorporated into their curriculum.

17

As a descendant of the Turgoose family, I feel if the property isn't going to be used for
school use as the Turgoose family intended than my preference would be for a Park,
whether its done by the school or Municipality or handed back to the Turgoose family
in trust to make that happen.

18

It appears that the board of education does not plan to use the property for a school as
the Turgoose family had intended. As a descendent I would like to see the land used for
a park or left as green space. Wether this is taken on by the school board, the
municipality or with farther input form the Turgoose family.

22

i am a descendant of the turgoose family and in the original agreement with the family
and the school board it was to be used for educational reasons or given back to the
turgoose family. I would be fine with it becoming a park for generations to enjoy or it
should be returned to the family to choose what they would like to do with it.
Keep the property. there are so many educational opportunities that can meet the
request of the donor.
keep it for the future
Give it or donate it or sell it to central saanich for one dollar for park use whether a
passive or interpretive park

23

As a descendant of the Turgoose family, I feel at the very least, this property should be
used for a public service/public educational facility, such as park land, nature sanctuary,
community gardens.

24

I think the property should be sold and proceeds used/invested in the school district.

19
20
21

Respondent

3. Are there potential alternative uses for this property by the School District that
would be consistent with the educational mandate of the Board of Education and the
wishes of the donor?

1

Kindergarden or a child care facility, both of which have an educational aspect.

2

I think it was made abundantly clear that the school district has no intent on spending
money on this property, unless of course it could pay its own way.

3

donate to organizatoion capable of preserving its educational/historical value

4

I think trying to keep the property burdens the school district and I am of the position
that the donor wanted the property to be used for the betterment of education and
that is not entirely specific, therefore the school Board must make the decision keeping
the current needs of the school district in mind.

5
6

Park like setting with designated paths, educational information/signage on surrounding
vegetation along with the history of the property as well as the donor family.
See above.

7

These were discussed at the meeting. The space should be preserved as much as
possible. A park in honour of the donor; a nature kindergarten, a dog park/run. NO
HOUSING DEVELOPMENTS.

8

See my answer to #2:
‐ educational use for horticultural programs; community outreach programs; etc., that
are already in place in our schools (K‐12 or post‐secondary).

9

Maintaining some kind of educational use of the property since that is what it was
donated for, perhaps a heritage designation with the donor's name.

10

It seems that an open space would be best.

11

I would like to see this property used as a park for the use of the families in the district. I
would like it to be a nature sanctuary such as Gore Park is currently designated. We
have lost somewhere in the neighbourhood of 50 trees from this area with the
development of 7410 Veyaness and the property that was the right of way for White
Rd. We have a diverse colony of bird life in the area and they have lost a huge area for
habitat. Preserving this property would serve ecological and heritage needs of the
district. This property was the site of one of the first schools in the area.

12

A natural play area would be a very appropriate addition to this area of the community.
A growing number of young families with children have been moving here recently. The
closest playground for them is across Stelly’s Cross Road, and accessing this means
crossing a busy and dangerous stretch of road with no crosswalk or light. Such a play
area could perhaps incorporate a demonstration native garden, and have boardwalks
that could be used to improve access for handicapped individuals. Older students could
develop and maintain the garden; alternatively, perhaps seniors could be involved
through a horticultural course developed and offered by Panorama Rec Centre.

13

Maintain it as a natural greenspace, educate and enlist school groups to maintain and
expand natural plants and flowers. Turn it into a outdoor 'gym' ie students run or walk
to this area and climb ropes or engage in other fitness activities. Turn it into a historical
site commemorating the school that was there. Leave it as is ‐ donor certainly didn't
express a wish to have it turned into a subdivision.

14

yes it could become a nature learning centre for the children with a monument telling
about its past or possibly a day care centre

15

Make a educational nature site out of it.

16

It could be used as a informative park with details on the history of the land including
the school house on placards. It could also have informative boards stating facts about
the local flora and fauna found in that location.

17

Some kind of a park, possibly a nature sanctuary, where a trail through the property
would let young kids could go on nature walks and learn about the plants and trees local
to our area.

18

So an alternative use for the property would be a educational baced park or nature
sanctuary.

19

use an an educational park , with displays and history of the family the local area and
the habitat of central saanich, trails and discovery center format.

20
21
22

An educational greenspace would be a terrific opportunity. place to foster growth of
endangered flora species. could include an histroical reference to the school that used
to be there. outdoor gym.
yes
Same as number two answer

23
24

A park/community garden/nature sanctuary with an educational component
Not that I can think of.

Respondent
1

2
3
4
5

4. If the site is not sold and an alternative educational use is not found, should the
property be held as a vacant site indefinitely?
No.
I think that the District can either donate it to an organization that maintains the donors
wish, and if that org. doesn't exist, then, yes the SD should keep it.
yes
No
No, it should be donated to the municipality of Central Saanich for green‐
space/parkland.
I worry that if the site is held indefinitely as vacant, the invasive species and minimal
allocated maintenance‐budget for the property would lead to a state of deterioration
over the years, resulting in large future expenses to deal with site hazards
(dangerous/dead trees due to Ivy), and potentially increasing the risk of the district
needing to sell the financially burdensome lot.
With very minimal upfront investment by the district to pursue educational uses of the
lot, while also honouring the donors wishes, the district holds an opportunity to
become provincial leaders in native land stewardship and to create and foster
educational partnerships.

6

7
8
9
10
11

Leaving the lot vacant could lead to large investments down the road, as the lot
continues to become an ever‐increasing risk.
YES. There are fewer and fewer green spaces in the peninsula due to growth. Leave
the site for the neighbourhood to enjoy the plants and trees that grow there and the
animals that inhabit it. Plenty of the neighbours walk through there with our families
and pets.
Yes
It should be held indefinitely but not necessarily vacant.
It could be classified as a carbon sink
Yes and cared for as park space.

Yes, absolutely, continue holding it and actively seek an appropriate educational use. I
do not think the Board of Education would find this “indefinite” period to last another
century. There are many cutting‐edge educational ideas emerging these days, and an
interesting outdoor educational use may well arise if it becomes known that this School
District is interested. It is also not unthinkable that a donor might step forward to help
fund an educational purpose, but this will not happen if the sale of the property is
perceived to be the District’s real agenda.
Given the rapid speed with which small urban forests and neighbourhood green spaces
are being destroyed in the Greater Victoria area, the School District will likely find,
within a decade, that it has an irreplaceable treasure – the envy of other districts ‐ to
use in fulfilling an outdoor or science education mandate. The current Board’s disposing
of it for cash could well be something future Boards would look at with tremendous
regret.

12
13
14
15

I have learned the hard way that there is much to be said for deferring a decision when
it is not absolutely clear what the right one is.
Yes!!!!
yes it should be held indefinitly but there should be a small monument describing its
past history

16
17
18
19

Yes or donated to someone who would preserve the site.
Yes. This vacant site is an asset to this community. The green space is not developed,
but it is used by residents as an informal trail network. It would be a shame to sell this
property only to have it developed. We need green spaces such as this one for
generations to come. There are many things learned from spending time in forested
areas such as White rd.
Yes or Park land
Yes or park land
yes or park land

20

emphatically yes. recruit local volunteers to maintain the site as a green space. I have a
landscaping company and you could count on my support (Habitat Gardencare.)

21
22
23

yes it could be used for nature programs for kids or a kindergarden or set it up as a park
Yes until a proper use can be found. Not for sale for developers
Yes, or converted to park land.

24

I think the costs and risks with holding this property are to the detriment of the district.

Respondent
1

5. If the Board were to sell the White Road property, how should the proceeds be
used?
The Board can best answer that question.

2

I don't think that the SD selling this property and spending it on another apparent
educational (what ever), in no way meets the original donors wishes.
His intent was very well expressed in the "forever Upon trust To hold and use the same
for Public School purposes" document.

3

give the money back to the surviving family members of the original donor

4
5

Capitalize a worthy, long‐term capital project that would be a legacy to the school
district and allow for the proper acknowledgment of the donor.
The board should not be allowed to sell donated property.

If selling is the only option that the board sees as feasible, please consider selling or
leasing to Central Saanich, in order to pursue park/educational uses. It really would be
a shame to dishonour Mr. Turgoose's wishes, and quite frankly would be utterly
disrespectful of his very generous donation of land, with the intentions he set out for it.
6

Please, for the future of our children, think twice before considering selling this lot.

9
10

I am completely against the selling of this property. I have been involved in PACs and
know there are plenty of ways to raise funds for schools in the district.
They should be restricted for use within the district for other educational purposes that
would create a new legacy for Mr Turgoose.
Fine Arts in the schools with a dedicated building. The money should not be used for
regular budget items. It needs to be special that a donor could put his name on, as an
example for others.
Capital improvements in this area. A theatre at Stelly's

11

I do not want this property to be sold, unless it is to the municipality and/or the CRD.

7
8

The Board should be honouring the donor’s very clearly stated wish to hold the
property and not be contemplating selling it. The School District has held the property
for a century and should be prepared to actively seek or wait for, if necessary, a suitable
educational purpose.
The Consultation Paper says that, “if the property is to be held, and the property is not
suitable for public school purposes, then compliance with both conditions may not be
possible.” On the face of it, it looks as if the Board is looking for any way it can to get
out of holding the property – even if it means pointing to the “and” in the phrase
above. The Paper seems to imply that, since the School District isn’t complying with the
second condition (i.e., using the property for a public school purpose), then it shouldn’t
have to comply with the first condition (i.e., hold the property). If I understand
correctly, the Paper is saying that it is OK to sell the property now because the District
hasn’t been using it like it should have been for the last century. This is not a
particularly logical or moral argument and, unfortunately, looks like an excuse to
dispose of the property at a convenient and lucrative time.
The property is, indeed, suitable for many different possible public education purposes;
the Board simply needs to apply some vision, will and expertise to make one of them
happen.
12
13
14

Don't sell it.
first off it should not be sold as it will go to development and that is not the wishes of
the family

15
16

It shouldn't be sold!
It should not be sold.

17

18

19
20
21
22

I disagree with the property being sold when it was donated with specific instructions
for education or return it in trust to the descendents to make that happen.
In my opinion the property should not be sold because it was not the wishes or the
doner. I feel that if the only option is to sell there should be further discussion with the
Turgoose family.
the board should not sell it as per the Original agreement with the turgoose family , if
they do not want it used for a school or educational it should be returned to the trust
or estate of the turgoose family or their descendants to choose what would be best for
the property
Do not sell this please. it deviates from the intent of the donor and it has a dramatic
impact on the complexion of the community.
it should not be sold
Not for sale

23
24

I disagree with the property being sold. It was donated with instructions to be used for
educational purposes. If it cannot be used by the school board in a traditional school
capacity, it should think beyond the current scope and use the property of other
educational purposes for the community. Failing that, return it in trust to the
descendants, so they may put the land to use as it was intended.
Information technology and equipment in the schools to allow more individualized
learning, better collaboration and productivity.

Respondent
1
2

6. If the Board were to sell the White Road property, what future use would you like
to see for this property?
Child care facility.
All ready covered, I do Believe.

3

build a rssource center on how to avoid moral civic and enviromental mistakes

4
5
6
7

Land is a precious commodity in the district, with 65% of the current land being locked
into ALR, then another 15% dedicated to a rural classification. Central Saanich suffers
from a lack of demographic diversity and young families have a hard time accessing this
community. Townhomes would be an effective use to meet future growth as outlined
the OCP and give young families access to lower priced housing.
See answer to 5
See above.
Again, a park, a heritage site, a dog run. NO HOUSING DEVELOPMENTS.

8
9
10
11

I'm open to ideas on how it should be used. I like the idea of a park or use by schools
for programming. The neighborhood is extremely sensitive to development and would
be appalled if this property were to follow the path of 7410 Veyaness which was
approved with literally NO support from the neighbors. So what I don't want to see is
high density housing on this property.
A nature park
Gardens.
A park.

12

The Board should be honouring the donor’s very clearly stated wish and not be
contemplating selling the property.

13

Don't sell it.

14

well first off there was a developer present at the public meeting with the sole
intention to wanting to purchase it for a subdivision and i say this because i know him
and i was talking to him at the meeting . So if you sell it it would be developed . As a
family member living on turgoose land it should be offered to the family first to buy it
back as our family is trying real hard to retain all the family lands for the next
generatians

15

17
18

Not to be developed into housing development!!
I would like it to become a park for the enjoyment of all residents. It is great to have a
green space on the White Rd side of Stellys.
Natural Park land, a heritage site left in the wild, with access by trails, sign boards
explaining the pioneers that left it for education.
Park land or green space

19

it should not be sold it should be returned to the family as per the agreement, and it
should be used for some sort of heritage preservation in the for m of trails ,educations
displays etc.

16

20
21
22
23
24

I do not support selling this property.
doesn,t matter what we think or want if you sell it it will be developed
Sold to district of CS for park/green space
See above answer.
The area is suitable for development of a small lot subdivision to provide affordable
housing for families in the area.

Respondent

7. Do you have any further advice for the Board of Education?
I was at the Open House last night, and it seemed that a lot of the participants had
1 already made up their minds, leave it as it is.
Notices out to more neighbours.
Donate or long term lease to some group that can and will maintain it as some sort of
public education purpose.
Are these responses going to be shared with the people who attended last night, or do
you plan on compiling them in some sort of fashion.
I personally would like to read them all.
thanx for the opportunity to share
2 Rick Michell
3 no
Don't cave in to the no growth minority. This land is to be used for the betterment of
education within the district and what was needed 100 years ago, if different than what
4 is needed now.
5 The board needs to follow the wishes of the donor family.
I do hope that you will pause and take pulse of the neighbourhoods' feelings on this
important historical lot. We care ‐ not just because the lot is in our community ‐ but
because of it's historical significance, the legacy of the land and Mr. Turgoose, and the
potential that this land holds as an educational tool, community opportunity. Show us
that you are listening! Our children and their children need forested space to enjoy!
6 Once it is gone, it is gone forever.
Listen to the majority of the people who care about this property and do the right
7 thing. Not the thing that will line your pockets.

It was quite clear at the community meeting that the family of the donor do not wish
the current use of the property to change ‐ they do not want to see it sold. The family's
wishes should be the highest priority of the board in making a decision on what to do
with the property.
Secondary to that, is this property is next to agricultural farm land and any decisions to
sell or change use must consider the impacts to the highly active farm next door. As
that neighbor, I would ask that I be kept well informed of the discussions on the future
8 use, and be consulted as to the impacts to my protected farm space.
I don't like it when a donor's trust in his words can be twisted so that the property can
9 be sold off and the benefits possibly used less wisely.

The optics of selling the property at this juncture in time, after so many years of holding
it, are extremely bad. Additionally, and in spite of the draft planning principles, the
Consultation Paper presents the sale of the property almost as a given – and certainly
as a key starting point in the discussion – creating the impression that the Board is
already biased in favour of selling the property. This makes it very disheartening for
those of us who oppose its sale, and is discouraging some from participating in the
consultation process – after all, if the outcome is predetermined, as it seems to be, why
bother taking the time to speak up? I fully understand the great temptation to cash in
on the current exorbitant property prices; however, we have all seen how money –
even a very large amount – disappears quickly, with little, if anything, left to show for it.
I would urge the Board to resist the idea of cashing in, and to look at the long term
picture. Property, unlike money, is as "forever" as "forever" can be. By keeping the
property and leaving its forest relatively intact, you will have an irreplaceable, enduring
resource for many future generations of children, rather than just meeting the
educational needs of the current ones. I would also like to caution the Board that
selling this property would send the message to future, potential donors that any gift
given to the School District could ultimately end up being dumped for cash if it
becomes convenient or profitable to do so, regardless of the intentions of the donor.
Putting myself in Mr. Turgoose’s shoes, I cannot help but feel that if he had wanted the
District to have money for education purposes, he would have made a gift of cash ‐ not
an enduring legacy of property ‐ and that he would find the Board’s current line of
thinking highly objectionable.

Given the enormous amount of money to be made, it is obvious that developers will
line up and do or say almost anything to purchase this property. It is also obvious how
they will lay waste to this beautiful, historic mini‐forest that is Mr. Turgoose’s legacy –
under the falsely compassionate guise of creating “affordable”, “accessible” housing for
families. I live near the White Road property and have tremendous anxiety about the
potential, negative impacts that major changes to the property, such as a residential
development, would have on those who live here now: the many families and children,
neighbouring farm, the people of every age group who
stroll/run/cycle/skateboard/walk their babies and dogs in the neighbourhood, and the
many migratory birds and other wildlife that rely on the property. We are already
experiencing some very noticeably negative changes because of the development
currently taking place on the Veyaness property adjacent to yours, and some of the
young families who have moved here – as well as our family – are deeply distressed by
what is happening. Further development of this type would greatly compromise the
health, safety and harmony of our existing community. I hope the Board will give this
12 serious consideration in their thinking.

This property is zoned residential. When and how did this get changed as this opens
the door for easy development which goes against the donor's wishes. There needs to
be more effort put into communication to enlist the community to participate. The
small sign advising of the March 16 meeting placed on the property could not be read
unless someone was walking by. In addition to the (minimal) letters mailed out, there
should have been communication from the local schools to all students/families , as
well as notices posted on the mail boxes and a notice in the local newspapers. Engage
honestly in the discussion ‐ if the Board has an agenda and this exercise is just to say at
the end that they explored all options but the best plan is to sell it, don't waste
13 everyone's time.
because our family has a long history here on the peninsula and we are still here we
feel you should have had some consultation with us about it . i don,t see that this
property is really costing you very much and i know if you talked to us about it we
would be willing to help with some of the maintenance of property to help keep the
14 costs down for the school board
Listen to the heirs of the donor and the concerned neighbours & not the developer
15 next door!!
If the property is sold, I will be very upset with the lack of action by the school board to
follow the donor's wishes. This will set a very bad example to all potential future
donors who have any interest in donating to the school board (the school board does
not follow the wishes of the donor).
This property should be looked at as being an asset to the local schools and they should
create programs to use this space (physical education, environmental education,
16 general sciences).
Please respect the descendents that would like it to remain for education use even if
17 that is in the form of a nature park for educational purposes.
They should respect the original owners wishes for the property and to involve the
18 descendants in the decision of the future out come of the property.
the board should respect the original agreement with the turgoose family and use it for
19 educational reasons or return it to the family trust.
Don't operate this terrific resource in a silo. Seek community support to help keep this
terrific space in tact. You can always you replace a house. You can never replace a
20 forest.
21 give it back to the family in trust and let them turn it into a park

Be very cautious before any sale. Many developers are waiting for this prime piece of
22 land to be sold $$$$$$$
Please be respectful of the intentions of the family that donated this property and
23 consider options for educational use for the community.
Should the property be sold and developed perhaps a partnership with the builder and
24 trades programs at Stelly's could be considered.

South Saanich School – A Brief History of “Old School Hill”1
The Government Gazette of August 31, 1872 contained a notice that a new school district had
been created. South Saanich School District, and that the boundaries were: “All that district
known as South Saanich and such portion of North Saanich as lies between a straight line drawn
from Saanich Arm to Bazan Bay, along the centre of the road crossing the District at Brown's farm,
and the boundary of South Saanich.”2 In the First Annual Report on Public Schools,3 it was
reported that the School house and teacher's residence located in South Saanich off of Mt.
Newton Cross Road was in a much-needed repair.4 Also, that there were 42 children of school
age in the Southern portion of the District, and some of them were far too distant from the school
to attend. It was stated in the Report that the "School house should be moved, or a new one
erected so as to accommodate all as equally as possible."5
In the beginning of March 1873, it was reported that Mr. William Turgoose, had donated two
acres of land, at the corner of his farm adjoining his brother-in-law's land, (John D. Bryant,) for
the purpose of erecting a public school house.6 The actual conveyance of the land did not occur
until April 7: "... unto the Trustees of the South Saanich School District ... and their Successors
forever Upon Trust To hold and use the same for Public School purposes in the said District."7
Even though the official land transfer was not complete, a tender for the erection of the school
was advertised in the local Victoria newspapers on March 18.8 The contract was awarded to Mr.
Charles Alexander, for the amount of $390 at the end of the month.9 The work on clearing and
building the school house began shortly later, and by June 12, the newspapers reported that it was
almost completed, and that school classes had begun on June 1, under the care of Mr. George
Wilson,10 who received a salary of $60 per month.11
John Jessop, the Superintendent of Education in his annual report, wrote the following concerning
the school when he inspected it and its pupils on July 31: “A very commodious school house has
recently been erected in this district, as near the territorial centre as possible; the beneficial effects
1

The original school was known as the “Old School Hill” by the early students that attended it. “Old South
Saanich School, Geo. Michell Only Surviving Member of 1878 Class,” Saanich Peninsula and Gulf Islands
Review, February 3, 1954, Page 1.
2
Victoria Daily Standard, Monday, September 2,1972, Page 3. The North Saanich School District was
created in February 1873.
3
First Annual Report On The Public Schools In The Province of British Columbia For the Year Ending
July 31st, 1872, John Jessop, Superintendent of Education, Page 4.
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Turgoose.
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First Annual Report On The Public Schools In The Province of British Columbia For the Year Ending
July 31st, 1872, John Jessop, Superintendent of Education, Page 4.

of which has already been made apparent by more than double the former attendance. The school
is efficiently conducted by Mr. George Wilson. Attention to duty, aptitude for teaching, and long
experience have ensured him marked success in the school, and the almost unanimous
approbation of Trustees and people.12
Six Hundred dollars was expended on building and fitting up of the school house and furniture.
There were 53 pupils attending, (38 boys and 15 girls) between the ages of 5 and 16. There were
6 children in the district that were recorded as not attending the school. The Trustees of the
School District were Edwin John, John D. Bryant, (Secretary and Treasurer,) and Thomas
Michell.13
The remaining work on the school house was done by Mr. Bailey of Victoria, wherein he was
awarded the contract to plaster the interior of the school, and the bricking a chimney hearth, for
the sum of $200. This work was completed before the end of August.14 According to the 12th
Annual School Report, the finished school house was built of wood and measured 25 feet by 50.15
The erection of a teacher’s residence near the school building was completed during the 1875-76
school year. Apparently the new structure was constructed from the materials of the old school
and dwelling house that were dismantled during the fall of 1875. “This comfortable four-room
dwelling cost only about $400” reported the School Superintendent Jessop.16 Also during the
year, the school was furnished with desks and blackboards.17
According to the Eighth Public School Report, 1878-79, the Trustees reported that the school
required painting, and a small portion of the grounds was cleared, but not fenced. The school also
was used as a Sunday School and for Divine Worship.18
In 1882, the school house was enlarged. A contract was made with Charles T. Penwell on July
11, to take down and remove the partition in the school room; to lay a new floor; to remove the
siding from the front of the building and construct a covered porch and stairs; and to paint the
exterior and interior of the new addition. This work was to be completed by August 10 at a cost
of $303.19
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The last reference to this school building was made in the Thirty Fourth Annual Report, 1904-05,
and that it was in “Fair condition” and that the property had an estimated value of $1000.20
According to oral history, the building was sold to George Harrison, who demolished it, and used
the material for other purposes.21
In the Thirty Fifth Annual Report, 1905-06, it was stated that “a well designed school-house; no
water supply on grounds or within easy reach”22 were now being used. There was no description
of the school house or property from this time onward in the Annual Reports. Oral reports state
that this school house was two-rooms, wherein, the first was a single-room. Shortly later, a new
teacher’s residence was built, and both these buildings were used as such until June 1913.23 This
can be confirmed as the Forty Third Annual Report, 1913-14, there was no mention of the South
Saanich School or teacher’s residence at all. The reason for this was that two new schools had
just been built to replace the South Saanich School. These were the Saanichton School, and the
Keatings School, both built in 1913.
An interesting article appeared in the The Sidney and Gulf Islands Review in September 1913, giving
the following information concerning the South Saanich School, although at first one may be
excused for thinking that it referred to the one of the two new schools:
"The new school house is now opened. The two acres of land on which it is built cost $1200
and the building at least $2000, whilst the school house only recently erected is abandoned
except for one day in the week when it will be utilized as a manual training school and the
other building alongside it will remain unused absolutely. Surely this is wanton waste of
money. It is not possible for the trustees to invent some means to utilising these two
buildings erected at great cost. Here we have no library, and no public place, except for
school children, to study. The bar of the Prairie tavern is the only educational institution
open for the young men of Saanichton. At small expense a small library of standard works
could be installed and the clergy of the various districts might be induced to enlighten us
with a lecture once a week during winter. Such an institution would raise the tone of the
whole district. Perhaps the 'Ladies' Guild' could assist in this; they have done wonders in
improving the church buildings, but all religion has relation to life, and there is such a thing
as ecclesiolatry. An educational institute would increase the value of property and in a
thousand ways improve our social conditions."24

The reference referring to the school being used as a manual training school is confirmed by oral
accounts that state: “This old School was then used for Manual Training for a number of years.
Three Finger Leonard Campbell was the Teacher and he hauled the boys from the different
Schools in his Veile Car with children in it and all over it.”25
There is only one further contemporary reference that this researcher has located at this time
pertaining to the South Saanich School and the teacher’s residence:
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The Review continued to state: “Investigation proved that title to the land was conveyed
from the defunct South Saanich School District in 1917 to the Board of School Trustees of
Saanich, the municipal school district then governing school affairs in Saanich
Municipality.
When Central Saanich seceded from the parent municipality the land was transferred to
the new district, but the title was not registered. The title still lies in Saanich, although
since 1947 the school district has administered a larger area than was the case in 1917. The
school trustees are now required to see the title transferred to Central Saanich before it can
be registered in the name of the school district. Central Saanich municipality has been
invited to make the necessary move in this direction.
Inadequate?
The trustees last week agreed that they had no knowledge of any legal means whereby
the property could be disposed of. It was also agreed that in the present time it is unlikely
that a school would be required in that location or that two acres would be adequate for the
erection of a modern school building and recreational facilities.”29

One final note: periodic enquiries concerning the property were made by prospective purchasers, the
same answer was always given “it is the property of the school district and cannot be sold.” In May
1958, the question concerning the land became known to the Saanich School District Trustees.
They claimed to have had no knowledge of the property reported The Saanich Peninsula and Gulf
Islands Review.

The South Saanich School (built in 1905-06,) according to oral reports, was “finally torn down in
1933 by Frank and Art Sanders27 and they used a lot of the lumber to build their house just up the
road.”28

“Fire At Saanichton - Midnight Blaze Destroys Unoccupied Old Dwelling House.
A spectacular midnight blaze was witnessed by very few people last Thursday night at
Saanichton when the dwelling beside the old school house on the East Road was consumed.
The building was originally meant as a residence for the teacher, but has not been used for that
purpose for some time. Last year it was occupied by a Chinaman and since then has been more
or less of a hotel for penniless wanderers. It is assumed that the carelessness of one of these
was the cause of the blaze which destroyed the house on Thursday night.
The fire began under the front steps of the school. This portion was extinguished by men
who came from nearby houses, but in the meantime the chicken house caught fire and from
there the sparks spread to the old teacher's dwelling and there was no chance to save it. The
little frame structure went up very quickly and created an exceedingly pretty blaze, those say
who saw the fire.
No loss is felt by the community as the building was of no use to anybody on account of its
age and state of dilapidation. The school is outgrown and is merely used as a manual training
centre on certain days when the instructor calls.”26

